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CLAIMS: The following is a listing of ail claims in the applicatioa with their status and the 
text of aU active claims. 

1- (CURRENTLY. AMENDED) A computerized classification system, [ oomprising th e 
fQllo\>dDg moono] comprising: 

[ moono for organizing e ptiti e & that havo different typ e s J 

- a processor^ for organizing entities that have different types. 

- means for organizing $ome or all of said entities in a tree, with parent-child relationships, 
so that said entities correspond to the nodes of said tree, where it is not necessary that a 
grapMcal representation of said tree exists, 

- means for inaaaging, at least, category-entities and criterion-entities, and optionaUy also 
instance-entities^ 

- a tnemorv> for storing the data associated to said entities. 
wheiein: 

- said instance^ntities [sm^] correspond to objects, concepts, events, chamcterisdcs, 
ideas or [oth e r o nti!t y-fyfei\ type of object belonging to any reabtn of reality, 

- the purpose of said categoty-entities is to create different classes to which said instance- 
entities can be assigned, 

- the purpose of said criteriim-entities is to create different classification criteria, after 
which different category-entities can be created, 

- at least one of said criterion-entities is: 

a. the child node of one of said cateporv entities, or 

the child node ofanotfaer one ofsaid criterion entities- or 
c> the -child node of one of said category entities and the chil d node of another one of 

said criterion entities. 

- at least one of said criterion^ntities does not belong to a group of crite rion nodes 
associated to the feature of criteria replication , 

whoroin said oyotam oon bo of different types, such as for oKamplc one of the following 

on ind e pendent oomput e rizod syotom that compris e s a scroon an d oth e r ni e an S y 

a computoriaod — oyotem that mig^t not — have — a sofoon — but which — compris es 

toloconnaunicatiQn m p ong for tho user of the invention to connoot with said system, in a 
way that in order for oaid uocr to ostabliah oaid connection^ said uoor might us e a fiooond 
oomppterlzed syotom that might - have a sor ee n» 
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a difforont typ e of systom with difforent charact e ristics ' ^ 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claixned in claim 1, further comprising 
means for showing an arboreal structure that represents said tree, [wher e in there might e xist 
difforont way!} to implomont said arboroal otmoture, wh e r e in it is poooiblo that] wherein all. 
of the mstance-entWes, or only part of them, or none of them appear in said arboreal 
structure^ [wh e r e , it happono that: 

- — tho inrrtoneo - cntiti e s that app e ar in odd orbojr e ol ■ l U uuLm 'o oould be roprogontod og 
boloi&ging to all th e oatogoiy entities to which tfa e y b e long or only to som e of th e m, 

— in oaid mboroal fltructuro, th e orit e rion ontitjoa and tho ootogoty - ontttjes oould altomat ^ 
so that a criterion entity oould b e the parent of ft category ontit>^ and vio o vcran^ and a 
CT iterion e ntity oon be parent of other oriterion - entiti e sj 

and wherein ia [«ttehj said arboreal structure, the category-instances that are child godes of 

crfteirion-instances can have the same level of indentation or a different level of indentation 

a$ $aid parent criterion-instances. 

3. (CANCELED) 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 2, further comprising 
means for emphasizing the criterion-entities with respect to the rest of entities in said 
structure, wherein said means [eould b e for axom ^] comprises one or more of the 
following means: a special text, a special font type» or a special font format or oth e r 

5. (CANCELED) 

6. (canceled) 

7. (c:anceled) 

8* (CURRH^TLY. AMENDED) The [A] systeai as claimed m claim 2, further comprising 
means for modifying said tree wherein said modifyipg comprises adding or removing 
entities. r — such as for e xampl e for adding or r e moving e ntiti e s — without requiring to 
modify tho number of oQHtrols that exist in the grophioal interfac e in which j?aid arbor e al 
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fl truotur o is s hown, oo ttot tbo only modifioatioix thot is n e o e sGary to mflko is to modii^ the 
sot of notfoo that e xist m said arboreal struotur e .] 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 2, [ further coropristefi 
me anfl for oat e gorizing instonoo OJtxriti e i S in such as way that tho noor (vids m instonoe e ntity 
ijD diiYoroDt pooit t ons of said afboyeal otruoturc and said syst e m or o atoo a clao o ifioation for 
gg dd instanc e . ontit>^ th&t rofloota the ooiegory e ntirioD that appear as parent nodo of oaid 
kiatonoe e ntity.] further comprising: 

(a^ means for adding at least one instance-entity as child node of one or more category- 
entities^ 

fb^ means for identifying said one or more catefeory-entities, 

(c) fneans f o ^ creating a classification string that comprises the codes o f said one or more 
cate^OTY:'enfiti€3, 

(d\ means for assigning said classification string to said instance-entity. 

10. (CANCELED) 

11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 1, further comprising : 
(a) means for ad din|a ; at least one instance-entities as child nodes of one or more category- 
entities^ 

(}}) means for identifying the criterion-entities that are complete, incomplete and neutral, 

for said instance entities, 
so that the user can assess whether there exist too many selected cat^oiy-entities ox too 
few, in ^idCT to make a correct [ ge rtcgorization] classification of one or more instance- 
entities. : 
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12* (CURK£NTLY AMENDED) Hie [A] system as claimed in claim 1, further [comprising 
mea as for performing ooor o hes on instanc e e ntiti e s, s o that the o e oroh strings ar e buitt aft e r 
oyio or more cat e gory ontitiGa or instonc e e ntiti e s tfa^ might havo been ooleot e d,] 

(a) meagi! for choosing one or more category-entities 

(b^ mGBif& for identiiying the codes that are associated to said one or more cate gory-entities 
that have been chosen, 

(c'l means for creating a search strina^hicfa comprises said codes and optionally one or 
more boolean operators. 

13. (CUIURENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 1, fiirther comprising; 

(a) meajsts for classifying instance-entities by usmg [e«FtaiaI classification strings, wherein: 

- said classification strings are character strings, 

- said classificatioD strings are characterized by being a concatenation of [llt^] a 
plm^itv of codes [assign e d to said instanoo ontitios ], wherein said plurality of 
codes [can b e of Govoral typOQ, ouoh ac for example] comprises one or more of the 
following types of codes: 

^ codes of one or more of the category-entities to which each instance-entity is 
assigned, 

^ codes of one or more of the criterion-entities [ to which said oatogor>^ ontitioa 

belong] which are ancestor nodes to said cate^CTv-^tities. 
[ ■■ other types of cod es^ 

- -said classification strings comprise certain separating characters that allow to 
distinguish where each of the codes starts and ends^ with the purpose of eliminating 
the ambiguity created by the same characters existing in different codes, 

(b) [and wh e rein there e xist ] means for storing said classification strings in a database^ [se 
that tfiey con b e ] either stored in a single field or in several fields in a disaggregated 
feshion [, and wh e rein said databas e oon bc - a - relational datobooo or other t^'po of 
data^s e ] . 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in [elaim-H] claim 13, [^^if^ 
comprism g means — for s earching - instanc e-e ntiti e s by - using said - classiiiootiQo - strin g^ 
whoroin said s e arch - is bas e d on finding th e instonc e s in whos e clascifioation otringp th o ro 
ffldfit- eortqin .o e ts of ohamct e rs, for which said m e ans can uso moohonismfl ouoh qq tho 
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e Kpi O ! ^icm "LflOil'' of SQL (Strueturod Quor>^ LoDgixago) or otfaor Qimilor mochaniamo.] 
jfiirthercopfflprismg: 

(b\ means for creat in g a database query bv adding operators of a database query langoflge^ 
wherein one of these operators can be the operator ^^IKE" of SQL (Structured Query 
Lan guage) and by adding codes of one or more category-eutities. 

rfa) means for executing a search over instance-entities by applying said database queryLtQ 
said field or fields of instance-entities which contain said classificatio n strings. • 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A coxnputerized method for classifying entities of diEGwent 
types, c^prising the following steps: 

- adding category-^trties and criterion-entities to the classification and, optionally, also 
adding instance-entities, wherein 

- said instance-entities correspond to objects, concepts, events, 
characteristics, ideas or [other entity ty po ] type of object belonging to any 
.reahn of reality, 

- the purpose of said categoiy-entities is lo create different classes to which said 
' instance-entities can be assigned, 

the purpose of said criterion-entities is to create different classification criteria, 
after which different category-entities can be created, 

- organizing some or all of said entities in a tree, with parent-child relationships, so that 
said Entities correspond to the nodes of said tree, where it is not necessary that a 
graphical representation of said tree eaaSts, and wherein: 

i atleastoneofsaidcriteiion-^tities is: 

a. the child node of one of said category entities, or 

b. the child node of another one of said criterion entities, or 

c. the child node of one of said category entities and the child nod e of another one 
of said criterion entities^ 

ii at least one of said criterion-entities does not belong' to a group of criterion nodes 
gssoeiated to the feature of criteria replication . 

[wboroin Gaid method is bas e d on a computoiizod oyotom that con b e of diff e r e nt typ e s, 
fluofa OS for e xampl e ono of the fellowing ones: 

— — on ijod e pendbnt computerieed method that oompricoo a oorocn ond oth e r tn e an s ^ 

Q computorizcd method that might not hav e a scr ee n but which oompris e s 

toloooxnmunibation moon s for th e ua o r of the invention to conn e ct with paid method, in 
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a way that in order for said us e r to o stablish said €c«iDoctioii^ oaid usor might 
socond Qoaiputori2x?d mothod that might have a $cr ee o ; 
- a diifqf e ot type of m e thod with diff e r e nt characteristiGs J ^ 

16. (CURKENTX.Y AMENOEP) The [A] method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising 
the step .^f showing an arboreal structure that represents said tree^ [wh e r e in th e r e 

exist diff e r e nt ways to implomont said arboreal otrueturej wherein it is possible that all of 
the instance-entities^ or only part of them, or none of %em, ^pear in said arboreal 
structure^ [and where it hopp e nfr - ihflt: 

- — tfa e 'instanPQ ontitioQ-that appear in oaid orborcol struotun e could b e roprosont e d as 
bolonging to all th e category e ntiti e s to which - th e y belong or only to some of them ? 

= — in oaid arboreal gtmotufe> th e criterion e ntiti e s and th e category ontitioD oould altufnoto, 
so that a - <ifitorion oitlity - eow t d bo tho parQixt of a ootogory entity and vic e v e roa, and a 
^xitorioa - ontity oan be par e nt of oth e r crit e rion ontitioo J 

and wherein in [s^tek] said arboreal structure, the category-instances that are child nodes of 

criterion^instances can have the same level of indentation or a diff^ent level of indentation 

as said parent criterion-instances* 

17. (CANCELED) 

18. (CANCELED) 

19. (CANCELED) 
20- (CANCELED) 

21, (CANCELED) 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 16, further comprising 
the step of modifying Said tre e, wherein said modifying comprises ad ding or removing 
entitiesJ — ouch as fer - o?£ampio for adding or removing entiti e s — without requiring to 
modife^ tho numbor of contr o l o that exist in th e gmphioal interface in which said arbor e al 
otruoturo is sbo-svn, so that tiio only modifioatioft that is necessary to make is to modift^ tho 
sot of nodes that OJiiat in oaid arboreal structur es} 
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23. . (CUKJRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 16, [furthor oomprising 
the stop of cfltogofiging inotano e entiti e s in such as - way that tho us e r adds on in&tonog e ntity 
in difforcnt poaitions of said arbor e al trtruct u ro and caid system creat e s a oloGsification for 
B ^d mstano e entity that r e flooto the oat e gOT>^ - ffltiti e s that gqip e ar as parent nodo of caid 
instanc e entity.] fiirther comprising the steps of: 

adding one r >r more iny ;tance^ntitie3 ag child nodes o f one or more category-entities, 
(b'^ identifying said one or more category-entiries. 

(c) creating a classification string that comprises the codes of said one or mor e category- 
entities, 

(A) fwftfliig fnrr flggipnm p said classification s tring to said instance^ntitv, 

24. (CANCELED) 

25. (CUKRENH^Y AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising 
thggtepWif; 

fa^ add ing at lea st one instance-entities as child nodes of one or more ca teporv-entities, 
(b\ identifying the criterion-entities that are complete, incomp lete and neutral for said 
instance entities, 

so that the user can assess whether there exist too many selected category-entities or too 
few, in order to make a correct categorization of one or more instance -entities. 
[the gtop of ootogorizing instanoe gntitioo^ where said st e p compriooo tho follovviAe 
subst e ps: 

Gaid .qlao pi fioQtioo gtringg ar e charact e r stria ga? 

automatically identifying - th e criterion entiti es ■ tfaat"arQ complet e , incompl e te and 

n e utraly so that tiio uoor oon oooos s wbotfaer thoro cadst too many ftolootod ootogoiy 
ontiticjs or too few,] 
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26. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 15, furaier [ oompri s ing 
th e- st e p - of porformiag s carohes oa instano e-e nthies, so that th e se arch string s or e built aft e r 
ono or .moro oatogoiy -^ intitiog or -H uastonce - eatiti e g that might hav e been oolootod.] 
comprising: 

(al choosing one or more categoiv-entities 

(b) identLfying the codes that are associated to said one or more catfcaorv-^ntitifes that have 
been chosen 

(c) creating a search string which comprises said codes and optionally Qne, or more boolean 
operators, 

27. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] nciethod as claimed in claim 15, fiirther comprising 
the [step] steps of i 

(ni classifying inst^ace-^tities by using [oexteHi] classification strings, wherein: 

- skid classification strings are character strings, 

- said classification strings are characterized by being a concatenation of [#te] a 
plurality of codes [ofisignod - to oaid inotonoo onti ^], wherein said plurality of 
[oodoa can be of s ovcml typos^- snch - a a ■ feF - ^omploJ comprises one or more of the 
following types of codes: 

.T* codes of one or more of the category-entities to which each instance-entity is 
assigned, 

codes of one or more of the criterion-entities [to which said cat e gory e ntiti e s 
betengi which are ancestor nodes to said categorv-entities> 
[- oth e r typ e s of cod e s J 

- said classification strings comprise certain separating characters that allow to 
distinguish where each of the codes starts and ends, with the purpose of eliminating 
the ambiguity created by the same characters existing in different codes, 

£b} [and wherein said classification atringfl might b e stor e d] storing said classificatjon 
strings in a database, [eo - tfaot tfaoy can bo stored] either in a single field or in several 
. fields in a disaggregated fashion [, and whoroin said databas e can be a rolationol 
dfllft bas e or other type of dntabooo] . 

28. (CURRENTLY ANDBNDED) The [A] method as claimed h:i claim 27, [further oompriaing 
th e st e p of se arching instanc e e ntiti e s by using said olafisification e rtrings, whoroin said 
search is bas e d on finding th e instanc e s in whose olosQifioation strings thoro exist cortain 
s e ts of charact e rs, for which said m e ans oan us e nt e cbanisms such as the ejiproooion 
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"LIKE'' of SQL (Stnioturod Qucgy Language) or other cimilor moohanisnxs] further 

comprisfag the steps of : 

fa) creating a database query by adding operators of a database query language, wherein 
one of these operators can be the openitor **LIKE" of SOL fStnictured Query 
Language^ and by adding codes of one or more categQrv-c;ititics, 

(b) executing a search over instance-entities by applying said database query to said field 
or fields of mstance-e^titics which contain said classification strin^a. 

29. (CANCELED) 



30. (CANCELED) • 
3L (CANCELED) 



32* (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer program embedded in a computer readable 
storage medium that, when executed by one or more processors of a computer, allows said 
one of more processors to perfom the method of claim IS. Xfollowing st e ps: 
— " CT e atiHg - a clns s ification of e ntiti es ^ 

addiflg oatogor^^ ontitio9 and oiitorion e ntiti e s to the olasgificatioa ftad> optionally, also 

adding ingtonoo ontitioa, vvhoroin 

oaid ingtonoQ oDtitioo might ooFPoapond to obj e ots^ GonG & pts, e v e nts^ character istios, 

• i deos - ef - Qthor ontit^r typo bolongmg to ony - y e alm of r e ality, 
^- the purpose of 3aid catcgory - ontitic& io to oroato difforont class e s to which said 
^ iofltonoe e ntiti e s ooa b e ossign e dy 

the purpose of isaid Gritorioq entiti e s is to orento dijSfcront oloasifieotion-oritoria, 

Qjftor which diflfaront ootagoiy - ^ntirios can be cr e at e d, 

organiang som e or all of said entfri e s in a tr ee > with porent - ohild rolotionshipo, do that 

paid ontities Gorro s pond to th e nod es of said treo^ whoro it is not noooDsaiy that a 
g Ftybioal roprosootation of aaid tree exists j 

33. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer readable storage medium containing computer 
executable instructions that, when interpreted by one or more processors of a computer, 
allows said one of more processors to perform the method of claim 15> [th e followiDg Gtep s : 
= — cr e ating Qolassifioation of Qotitioa, 
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